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is to be considered a European language, if a language at all, and lie
suggests that the onus of proving that it is a European language should
be thrown on the immigrants themselves. So, as we have all along ex-
pected, as soon as the European Colonists in South Africa have done with
the Indians, they would commence operations against immigrants from
Europe, and when the aliens have been dealt with, as happened in the case
of the English hatters1 in Australia, opposition will be raised against poor
Englishmen. To us the whole spirit is bad, and, while there may be
some justification for restricting immigration of criminals and persons
suffering from serious diseases, the power of restriction is a power which
has to be used with a very great degree of moderation. We will watch
how the Legislative Council at the Cape receives the suggestions made
by Dr. Gregory.
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142. KRUGERSDORP INDIAN LOCATION
As will be seen from the report of the Public Health Commitee at
Krugersdorp, for which we are indebted to our contemporary the Kruger-
sdorp Standard., the Town Council has now decided not to expropriate the
buildings in the Indian Location, the only reason being that their own
valuator has put a higher valuation on the buildings than the original
valuation arrived at by the Town Council and that Mr. Barnett, who
valued the buildings on behalf of the Indians, has placed a yet higher
valuation thereon. The buildings, therefore, that were only a few days ago
considered "disgracefully insanitary" and a menace to the public health of
the town, have suddenly ceased to be so and are to be allowed to remain
where they are. It is, therefore, a question purely and simply of money.
But, although they are now to be allowed to remain the property of the
British Indians and are not to be destroyed, the Town Council has decided
that the Indians are not to re-inhabit them until they have provided
buildings in accordance with the building regulations of the town.
We do not know what this means. If it means that the Indians have
to pull down the buildings and re-build, it certainly is an easy way of
depriving them of their property without the Council having to pay a single
penny. Whether such a piece of jobbery would be just or not is evidently
no concern of the Town Council. The decision of the Town Council,
however, opens up a serious question; how far, if at all, are the buildings
really in an insanitary state ? To what extent are alterations or improvements
required and what is, generally, the authority of the Town Council with
reference to the embargo placed upon the Indians? For we understand
that the dispossessed inhabitants are still compelled to remain under
canvas in a place far away from the town. We hope, however, as there is
absolutely no plague in Krugersdorp, and as it has generally died out in
1 A "hatter" is a miner who works alone and without much capital.